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SRE [sott refng skin] merino ,..‘-
amis inthe yards. 585 sheep da
not require mulesing. FACING
PASE Hugh Taylor and his son
Shep visit the shearing shed.
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OpTion for the Lavlor boys, Geoft, 34, and younger

brother Hugh, 32, had been helping cut on the farm since
rI|-:;':.' were [y, 5o without hesitation they both headed
hack to i||||||-.-!_-.||-ln_'ru'-_ the t ||'n||:."-= MEFIED Propercy near
Wellingron MSW, the minure they fimshed schoal

Limlike m Ty ather YOUnE tarmers, CGieoft and | |||!_-||
WETE Ile'I\;':; ie char there was roorm tor chem in the busine:s

“Prad worked hard oo l\,,':'\-:J'\l.ll'||_| wiven he was VORGS0
that there was -::nun!_-h Lo Eo areund,” b |||!_-I| Y5

Foar ECTETAT IS of the |.|:.'|- N |'||n'||':.' have run
MEErimas 1I'I:-|J|III "|'.|'||'\..|| 1|'||_| l':'.-'!.'““l:_"':-\.'ll'l: Lyt .|||-| ‘I'J.El'l
are the fitth, Their parents, Bruce and Carol, moved o
[i|,||1|||-!_r..||-.‘||;| 1 ) venrs AEC F0 that the I:'u':.'m. copld artend
K vl ay 1w also hoame o e .|-|" lis wwerte Carla,
Hugh's tamily
his wite Mardi Josephine, 4, and Shep, 2, hive on

s b
and children Wilham, 3, and Jessica. 1

Willunea, another properiy nearhy

“Ihe o properties total moere than HUH00F hectares
and wee have abour T brecding ewes,” Geodf says, “And
there are 5000 ewes a6 5 third property near Brewarrinag,

[he Tavlors breed soft rolling skin sheep. known as
S5, It g breeding svetem. developed by a tormes
ROy scientiset, _||||| Wrates, that accentuates E e
characteristics of the animals” skin rather than the
traditional fHeece and body measurements

| fe EYErEIm has its derractors in the 1\.‘|~|||-;I'~'|‘-'-"l||l__'
fratermiy. but Bruce had no ||||.|I|||1 abrout SHES when
he .||;||-|'-|:-.--.l 18 12 vears ago atrer hiear ng _||||| <|\|-.|k

“Raght troam the start we thought it locked ro be the
WAy TOg v e SAYS. | e -‘_--:;m_'l.ul consensus bhack
then was that if vou lowered the micron, wo lovarered
the waool cut. but this chap was saying thar wasn't
necessarily the case, And it looked as though vou could
growy betrer and softer wool™ [ The diameter of woal
fibres 15 measured 1 microns. Merinos l'r-.ullu-:; e,



lowe—micron woal thar is wsed i the manufacture of
high-quality fashion fabrics.)

“It doesn't cost aANY moTe to grow 5_'--.-::4 |_|'||.|||'r':.' wiecH
as to grow poor quality wool.” Bruce continues. “So
vou may as well grovr good guality wool, Our sheep

are still improving = our woaol 15 getring e and
sotter, and there's more of i

What wasn't apparent at the time 15 that unlike other
merine sheep, SRS sheep do not need to underga the
cutting away of skin ar their rears to prevent fysirike,
the controversial mulesing practice, This puts the
Faylors and other SRS wool growers one step ahead
in meeting the Australian wool industry's pledee to
phase out the practice by 2010,

The artracrion to the unconventional seems to run n
the Tavler family. Six vears ago Geoff and Hugh became
interested in new holistic farming practices that again
didn’t enjoy widespread suppart, Even Bruce couldn’t see

the need to change at the time = 1 thoughr things
were going pretey well as they were”

Heweever, his sons pressed ahead with measures such as
ratational grazing and stress-free stock management and, as
Hugh ohserves, “the paddocks probably den't leok much
different but when vou look closer the native grasses, like
Warrege surmimer grass and weeping nice grass, are seeding,
growing and spreading”, which points tooan improved
mrineral cvele, less erosion and soil fernlicy

This svmpathetic environmental approach was the
reason that commercial furnishing rextile company Instvle
chose the Taylors" SRS wool tor its ethical and sustainable
upholstery fabric range, liunched earlier this vear.

“People guestion the future of agriculoure.” Hugh says
“But from where 'm standing [ can't think of anything
more worthwhile. You can feed the world and improve
the environment, Plus, you get to pick the kids up from
the school bus,” =
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